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The Government Exam
Question 1
Several statements on the war on terror referring to the war as a no-win situation are true. Reason for this is that we need to know that while fighting terrorism, it is not easy to win because the terrorists only retreat but do not surrender thus making their opponents think that they have won the war. As they retreat, they reorganize themselves and come back much stronger. The United States is fighting Afghanistan and Iraq for giving support to terror groups. The comparisons on the war on terror to the Vietnam war is that unlike other states, Vietnam developed a booming capitalist economy containing five-star hotels, honeymooners, million dollars condo along the beaches. The pressure piled on the U.S.A. government to withdraw its troops increased drastically when public opinion was collected, and all the collective media decisions were against the war. The U.S. had little information concerning Vietnam before it grew to a stuck war. The consequences of winning the war on terror has an impact on the following areas; international relations with other countries is likely to be compromised, it has got effects on the rights of human beings by subjecting those around to unnecessary sufferings, the environment also becomes destroyed due to the type of weapons used during the war time. Some of these weapons used contain chemicals that are dangerous to any living organism thus leaving everything dead. The outcome is both positive and negative based on the side one is looking it from. From the winners' side, it is considered to have brought terrorism to an end while on the losers' side; it has caused deaths, loss of properties and degraded the environment.

Question 2
For America to be economically strong, this means it has the economic ability to carry the business with countries or individuals to raise their standards of living. It also uplifts the freedom of making decisions which they gain from. Being economically empowered enables America to have the ability to reduce the chances of any external force that is likely to reduce their freedom. The country also has reliable purchasing power. Economic isolation are policies that isolate America from participating in international relationships. The system also bars America from joining alliances, foreign economic commitments, international agreements, and making attempts to make the country self-reliant. For this case, if the country becomes isolated, they will not be able to with other countries purposely for economic growth. 
Outsourcing is an agreement between two companies. In this case, a company hires another company to take charge of a planned activity that should be done internally. Outsourcing mostly involves transferring assets and employees from one company to another. Outsourcing has affected the U.S. economy by allowing the sale of its products in foreign markets through oversee branches. Outsourcing affects the economy by keeping labor costs low since they hire in markets with low standards of living. As a result, goods shipped back to the U.S. are lowered prices. The primary issue with outsourcing in the U.S. is that it increases the unemployment rate in the U.S.   

Question 4
OPEC is an organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries which is an intergovernmental organization comprising of around 14 countries. OPEC was formed in 1960 by the first five member states in Baghdad. In 1965, the headquarters were moved to Vienna, Austria. Oil importation and oil pricing have impacted the U.S. economy. Through the extraction of oils and natural gases has helped reduce the amount of oils that the U.S. is supposed to import thus contributing to the economy positively by creating room for investments, jobs, and growth of the economy. Importation and trade of oil have contributed to the U.S. economy positively. Once the U.S. starts drilling its oil, this will have an impact on the side of the pricing oils as it will go down based on the lower incurred costs. Jobs will be created to those working in the transport, drilling sectors, and many others.

Question 5
The United States is a charter member of the U.N. and the involvement of the United States in the United Nations is partially costly to the country not only financially but also in terms of human lives. In terms of money paid to the U.N., the U.S. contributes around $ 1.3 billion annually to facilitate the United Nations activities. In terms of human lives, the United Nations have only come in to save lives after a massive loss of lives. They do not act fast to save lives but later after several lives are lost. Since they do not respond promptly, some nations have felt neglected particularly the African states who happen to be members of the organization. Some of the African leaders who have led to massive killings do take long before getting comprehended. Factors considered before the U.N. decides to offer aid is the extent or number of lives lost, appeal from other countries to help the suffering nation, and lastly, status of membership.

Question 6
 The main difference between socialism and capitalism is that capitalism brings innovation and ones individual goals while on the other hand socialism enhances fairness and equality among the members of the community. In a socialist economy, the state owns the resources while in the capitalist economy, the production means are owned by the private sector. Socialism system best represents the interests of the citizens since the resources are owned by the state thus being accessible to by many people in the society. In socialism systems, the prices are controlled by the state and prices are likely to be low as compared capitalism where production is in the hands of the private sectors. The private sectors are expected to set their prices to maximize their profit. Socialism creates employment to a large number as compared to capitalism that dwells much into saving and making a profit, making it employ a few individuals to keep the cost. It is not clear on which countries promotes both capitalism and socialism.

Part B
1. Globalization has impacted the United States by increasing competition beneficial to consumers. America’s consumers and workers are also motivated to offer better services and products that can reach the world market through globalization. 
2. The difference between mandatory spending and discretionary spending is that mandatory spending which is also known as spending is mainly used in social security, Medicaid, and Medicare while discretional expenditures need to be approved by the Congress annually.
3. Responsibilities of the president are; Commander In Chief, Party Chief, Chief of State, Chief administrator , Chief Diploma, and Chief Executive.
4. The difference between foreign policy and national security policy is that national security policy focuses on the security of the U.S. citizens and its core values while national security is just an aspect of American foreign policy.
5. Goals of the American foreign policy are export controls whereby the amount of products exported are monitored. Fostering commercial interaction with other countries and lastly, safeguarding American business both internationally and locally.

Part C
1. The reason as to why 2017 government was cut to help the government spend on more critical federal programs. Since the country is not at war with any country, the government found it fit to reduce its military budget drastically to finance other important federal programs.
2. According to Madison, it is essential to have interest groups competing since it does not give people their democratic right to contribute to the welfare of the community but also prevents any minority group from being exploited.
3. The Congress has powers over the president by checking him if 2/3 majority votes to overturn the president's veto. Congress has powers to approve or reject the president's budget. In most of the regimes, these powers have been used throughout the life of the presidents.
4. Political parties play a crucial role in the government since they bring people of the same ideology together and controlling of the government. They come up with policies that favor their interest and persuade people to vote for persons of their parties. These parties are led by politicians who gain from their leadership positions by enjoying privileges offered to them by the government. Two parties majorly dominate the U.S. since they are with the highest number of registered members.
5.  There is no clear picture of the separation of the church and the state.
